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Report on Crowd Control Policy and Permitting System at Public and Private 
Venues Within the Incorporated and Unincorporated Areas of Miami-Dade 
County - Directive 220693 

The following infonnation is provided in response to Resolution No. R-222-22, sponsored by 
Commissioner Danielle Cohen Higgins and adopted by the Board of County Commissioners on 
March 1, 2022, directing the County Mayor or County Mayor's designee to formulate and propose 
a crowd control policy and permitting system for large events at public and private venues within 
the incorporated and unincorporated areas of Miami-Dade County and to provide a report. The 
report was created with input from Miami-Dade Fire Rescue (MDFR), Miami-Dade Police (MDPD), 
and Regulatory and Economic Resources (RER) Departments, facilitated by the Office of 
Emergency Management (OEM). 

SUMMARY 

The planning and permitting of large events in Miami-Dade County requires coordination between 
Fire Rescue, Police, permitting agencies, other stakeholders, and event organizers to ensure the 
safety of those in attendance. While requirements governing Fire Rescue's involvement in the 
planning process are outlined in the Florida Fire Prevention Code (FFPC), an opportunity exists to 
enhance procedures by codifying additional requirements, such as the submittal of a comprehensive 
plan that incorporates law enforcement, public works, permitting agencies, sanitation, etc. The plan 
would require approval by the agencies involved as a condition for approval of any permit. 

The Florida Fire Prevention Code currently requires a Life Safety Evaluation for assembly 
occupancies with an occupant capacity exceeding 6,000 persons or for special outdoor events, 
carnivals, and fairs, when deemed necessary due to the capacity, activity to be conducted, or special 
circumstances. The requirements for the Life Safety Evaluation are described in the Code and 
include conditions such as crowd movement, management of medical emergencies, fire hazards, 
severe weather, etc., (FFPC NFPA 1: 10.14.3.2/NFPA 101: 12.4.1). The recommendation is to 
expand the submittal requirement to incorporate evaluation of conditions related to law enforcement, 
sanitation, pern1itting, etc. A pre-event safety meeting with all stakeholders and a final walkthrough 
with Fire and Police personnel must be held before the event. During the event, an accurate account 
of the occupancy number must be recorded and made available to Police and Fire personnel upon 
request. 

The following sections detail the cmTent procedures in place regarding the event planning and 
pe1mitting requirements, followed by recommendations of procedures to codify the process. 












