
This memorandum is in response to your April 25, 2023, memorandum requesting information relating 
to Miami-Dade County’s Resources Recovery Facility (“RRF”), located at 6990 NW 97 Avenue, Doral, 
FL. 33178. On February 12, 2023, the RRF caught fire, causing the waste-to-energy facility to cease 
operation. The Miami-Dade Fire Rescue Fire Investigation Report is attached. The report concludes 
that the fire’s cause was accidental.  

The fire at the RRF brings special attention to the issue of solid waste management in the County. As 
such, my administration is looking at the spectrum of solid waste disposal options, including zero waste 
strategies. In the near future, we will be bringing recommendations and options for the Board of County 
Commissioners, as well as a report in response to your motion on March 7, 2023, as we work together 
to formulate sensible short- and long-term plans for managing the County’s waste.  

In response to your question regarding whether there has been notice of litigation filed by any party 
as it pertains to the fire at the RRF, there is a federal lawsuit, to which the County is not a party — 
Brashevitzky et alia v. Covanta Holding Corporation, Covanta Dade Renewable, LLC et alia (Case No. 
23-20861-Civ-Altonaga). The First Amended Class Action Complaint was filed March 10, 2023.
Plaintiffs seek damages for: (i) negligence; (ii) trespass to real property; (iii) trespass to personal
property; (iv) private nuisance; (v) public nuisance; (vi) statutory nuisance; (vii) injunctive and equitable
relief; (viii) medical monitoring; and (ix) a reservation of right to amend to include a claim for punitive
damages.

You further asked whether Covanta has laid off any employees to date, and if so, how many and has 
Covanta provided the County with notification of these layoffs. On April 14, Covanta provided the 
County with a Notice of Layoffs, which is attached. We understand that 64 employees have been laid 
off.   

We will continue to keep the Board apprised of the status of the RRF and look forward to working 
together to find solutions to County’s most challenging issues.  

c: Geri Bonzon-Keenan, County Attorney 
Gerald Sanchez, First Assistant County Attorney 
Jess McCarty, Executive Assistant County Attorney 
Office of the Mayor Senior Staff 
Michael J. Fernandez, Director, Department of Solid Waste Management 
Jennifer Moon, Chief, Office of Policy, and Budgetary Affairs 
Yinka Majekodunmi, Commission Auditor 
Basia Pruna, Director, Clerk of the Board 
Eugene Love, Agenda Coordinator 
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Commissioner, District 12 

Honorable Chairman Oliver G. Gilbert, III 
and Members, Board of County Commissioners 

Daniella Levine Cava 
Mayor 
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Covanta Energy, LLC 

445 South Street 

Morristown, NJ 07960 

Tel: 862.345.5000 

Fax: 862.345.5130 

April 14, 2023 

Attn: Steven Gustafson 

State Trade and Rapid Response Coordinator 

REACT Program 

MSC 229 

107 E. Madison Street 

Tallahassee, FL 32399-4137 

 

Attn: Daniella Levine Cava 

Mayor of Miami-Dade County 

Stephen P. Clark Center 

111 N.W. 1st Street, 29th Floor 

Miami, FL 33128 

Email: mayor@miamidade.gov 

 

Re: Notice of layoffs – WARN Notice  

We regret to inform you due to the fire that occurred on February 12, 2023, Covanta will be 

forced to conduct layoffs at the Dade Resources Facility. Over the last 6 weeks, we have 

continued to keep all employees actively employed assisting with the Site clean-up, pending the 

outcome of the Site’s future.  At this time, we do know the workforce requirements at the Site 

will be greatly reduced.  As a result of this, we have encouraged employees to seek 

opportunities at other Covanta facilities and we have partnered with the County, and other 

nearby Companies to assist with employment opportunities.  Unfortunately, we are now in a 

position that will require us to move to layoffs beginning on April 14, 2023, and continue 

through April 28, 2023.  

mailto:mayor@miamidade.gov


As required by the Worker Adjustment and Retraining Notification Act of 1988, this letter 

serves to give you advance notice of the layoffs. 

The layoffs will affect employees at the following site:  Dade Resources Facility, Covanta Dade 

Renewable Energy, LLC. 6990 NW 97th Avenue, Doral, FL 33178. 

We expect the layoff to be permanent in nature. The following departments will be affected by 

such layoff:   Operations (hourly), Maintenance (hourly), and Support (salaried administration). 

 

If you have additional questions, please contact Holly Weston, VP, Human Resources, South 

Region at hweston@covanta.com. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Holly Weston 

Vice President, Human Resources 

Covanta – South Region  

 

Attachment 
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Attachment  

Impacted Positions/Employee Count 

Position  Number Impacted Employees: 

Lead Utility  1 

Assistant Control Operator 4 

Auxiliary Operator 7 

Boiler Operator 1 

Cherry Picker 1 

Control Room Operators 10 

Crane Operator 6 

Electrician/E&I 4 

Lead Utility 1 

Loader Operator 6 

Maintenance Mechanic 6 

Plant Operator 1 

Scale Attendant 1 

Security Guard 1 

Traffic Control Director  1 

Water Systems Operator 2 

Manager, Maintenance 1 

Planner/Scheduler 2 

Manager, Safety 1 

Safety Coordinator 1 

Supv.Mechanical  1 

Supv. Operations  1 

Supv. Shift Supv. 4 
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