MIAMI-DADE

COUNTY
MIAMI-DADE COUNTY DECLARATION EMERGENCY ORDER 01-21

WHEREAS, section 252.38(3)(a), Florida Statutes, grants authority to political subdivisions to
exercise certain emergency management powers to provide for the health and safety of persons
and property; and

WHEREAS, in connection with those emergency management powers, section 252.38, Florida
Statutes, further grants authority to political subdivisions to declare and enact a Local State of
Emergency, and waive the procedures and formalities otherwise required of the political
subdivision by law; and

WHEREAS, under chapter 8B of the Code of Miami-Dade County, the County Mayor is
‘responsible for the overall emergency management function in Miami-Dade County and is
authorized to declare a Local State of Emergency in and for Miami-Dade County and to issue
executive orders and to take various actions to address such emergency; and

WHEREAS, in the early morning hours of June 24, 2021, a portion of the residential building
located at 8777 Collins Avenue, known as Champlain Towers South (the “Disaster Site”),
collapsed; and

WHEREAS, the County declared a Local State of Emergency related to the collapse on June 24,
2021, and extended that Local State of Emergency for an additional seven days on July 1, 2021;
and .

WHEREAS, Governor Ron DeSantis issued Executive Order 21-148, declaring a State of
Emergency throughout Miami-Dade County as a result of the collapse; and

WHEREAS, Miami-Dade County provides fire and rescue services within the Town of Surfside,
and Miami-Dade County first responders were immediately deployed to the Disaster Site and its
surrounding area to aid in the search and rescue operation at the disaster site; and

WHEREAS, search and rescue and family reunification operations are still ongoing; however, a
substantial number of individuals are still unaccounted for; and

WHEREAS, Miami-Dade County recognizes the extreme potential for significant loss of life; and

WHEREAS, residents of the portion of Champlain Towers South which remained standing (the
“Remaining Structure”) were evacuated; and
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WHEREAS, the Remaining Structure is not'structurally sound, and has begun to behave in ways
indicating that it may collapse; and

WHEREAS, ongoing search and rescue operations at the site were forced to halt on July 1, 2021,
due to the fear that the Remaining Structure would also collapse, and cause additional damage and
serious injury or loss of life, including to the hundreds of search and rescue personnel on site; and

WHEREAS, in the event the Remaining Structure were to collapse uncontrollably, it could
collapse into the roadway or onto adjacent buildings, putting additional lives and property at risk;
and

WHEREAS, in the event the Remaining Structure were to collapse uncontrollably, it would pose
an imminent threat to the health and safety of the residents who live immediately adjacent to the
Disaster Site, as the collapse would cause the release of material and debris which may include
hazardous organic and inorganic materials and which may also generate harmful airborne
particulates and odors; and

WHEREAS, in the event the Remaining Structure were to collapse uncontrollably, it would pose
an imminent threat to the health and safety of residents who live immediately adjacent to the
Disaster Site, as such collapse could lead to additional fires, such as the ones which have occurred
intermittently on the Disaster Site since the collapse; and

WHEREAS, the Miami-Dade Fire Rescue Department continues to maintain jurisdiction over the
Disaster Site as it continues ongoing search and rescue efforts; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to section 8-8 of the Code, the County has authority to prevent any imminent
threat posed by a violation of the Florida Building code throughout the unincorporated and
incorporated areas of Miami-Dade County; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to section 8-5 of the Code, the County has authority over the disposition of
unsafe structures throughout the unincorporated and incorporated areas of Miami-Dade County;
and

WHEREAS, pursuant to chapter 14 of the Code, the County may take such actions as are necessary
to prevent a violation of the State Fire Code or an imminent threat to human health due to fire
risks; and

WHERAS, the Miami-Dade Police Department has also asserted jurisdiction over the Disaster Site
as a potential crime scene and to preserve evidence; and

WHEREAS, section 252.46, Florida Statutes, and section 8B-7(2)(O) of the Code of Miami-Dade
County authorize the Mayor to issue any orders necessary for the protection of life and safety; and

WHEREAS, the annual hurricane season for the Atlantic began on June 1, 2021, and during such
time, Miami-Dade County is at an elevated risk of tropical windstorm events; and
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WHEREAS, the County’s interest in preventing an uncontrolled collapse of the Remaining
Structure, and the attendant risks to human health, is paramount; and

WHEREAS, the County has consulted with engineers, including engineers employed by the
federal government and the State of Florida, and those engineers do not believe that that the
Remaining Structure can be salvaged; and

WHEREAS, the above-mentioned engineers as well as experts within the Miami-Dade Fire Rescue
Department, have determined that it is not safe to enter into the structure except as needed to
protect human lives,

THEREFORE, as County Mayor of Miami-Dade County, I hereby order:

L.

All pertinent County personnel shall immediately prepare for the controlled demolition of
the Remaining Structure. This Order authorizes the procurement of engineering and
construction services on an expedited basis. The Remaining Structure shall be demolished
as soon as plans for the demolition are approved and an appropriately licensed contractor
is under contract. The demolition shall provide for preservation of evidentiary materials
to the extent possible and to the extent consistent with health and safety.

Any authority of the Town of Surfside with respect to the permitting of construction or
demolition activities on the site are suspended for the duration of the Local State of
Emergency, and the County’s Building Official shall have sole and exclusive jurisdiction
over such activities the Disaster Site. Permitting requirements for such activities are
waived for the duration of the Local State of Emergency. All construction or demolition
activities which would typically require a permit shall be performed under the supervision
of County personnel. ‘

All formalities of chapter 8, chapter 14, and chapter 24 of the Code which would prevent
an immediate response to this imminent threat are waived.

Subject to applicable law, this order shall remain in effect for the duration of the Local
State of Emergency unless terminated earlier by the County.

This order shall be effective as of 6:00 p.m., July 3, 2021.

This order shall be provided to all appropriaté media consistent with the requirements of
section 8B-7(2)(n) of the Code of Miami-Dade County

Enacted: : 8
Signed: %W w &V,_

COUNTY MAYOR

Date: Z‘Z 2/ Time: _2_3_( M

Page 3 of 5



Witness: LE (T canme He Ua 11.).'1_,‘)

Cancelled: » E ‘
Signed: IQ”J‘U W éwtb CZW(/-

COUNTY MAYOR
Date: 3)3]22. Time:2 :35 p.m-

Witness: o 3
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