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Re: RQO 22-01 issued to the Clerk of the Board Lobbyist Online Registration and Information 
Section, § 2-11.1 ( s ), County Ethics Code 

Dear Ms. Pruna: 

At a public meeting on March 9, 2022, the Miami-Dade Commission on Ethics & Public 
Trnst (COE) opined that the contingency fee statement submitted by lobbyists and principals 
during the lobbyist registration process may be satisfied with a signed contingency fee declaration 
under oath. 

As a result of several meetings to discuss ways to enhance the lobbyist registration process 
in Miami-Dade County and achieve better compliance, a review of the statements required for 
registration revealed that two out of three of the statements were satisfied with a signed declaration 
under oath while a third, the contingency fee statements from the lobbyist and the principal, 
required an affidavit. The inconsistency in these forms has, in part, prevented the Clerk of the 
Board from developing and implementing its overall enhancement of the lobbyist registration 
process. 1

While the current online registration process is designed to accept auto- fillable 
information, the Statement and Expenditure Report declarations (and Contingency Fee affidavit) 
require wet signatures, causing the registrant to print, sign, scan and email those forms back to the 
Clerk of the Board. The proposed new online registration system will accept electronic signatures 
on all these statements thereby dispensing with the timely and onerous process presently in place. 

Notably, an affidavit and a declaration under oath are both statements under oath about 
facts within one's personal knowledge. They are both documents signed under penalty of perjury. 

1 The Clerk of the Board is the County's office charged with the administration and management 
of the lobbyist registration process, including the collection of fees and the overall maintenance of 
the registration forms and reports. 
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